COQUELItf
 940
 CORAL
 
COQUELUT, koklaN', a distinguished
family of French actors.
Benoit Constant Coauelin (1841-1909),
the most famous of the family, was trained
for the stage at the Paris Conservatoire.
After a successful career in France he vis-
ited the United States in 1SSS, winning high
praise, and again in 1900-1901 he pleased
American and Canadian audiences, this time
as Sarah Bernhardt's leading man in her
production of L'Aiglon. Among other roles
which, he portrayed with success were the
leading male parts in Tlie Marriage of
"Figaro, The Misanthrope^ Tlie Barber of
Seville and Cyrano de Bergerac. Coquelin
was extremely versatile and could adapt
himself to a wide range of parts. His
acting charmed because of its directness and
naturalness, and lie had perfect mastery of
technique.
Ernest Alexandra Honore Coquelin
(1848-1909) was a younger brother of the
foregoing. He also was trained at the Con-
servatoire, and at his graduation received
the first prize in comedy. He played in a
number of dramas with his brother, and also
won a reputation as the author and reciter
of monologues.
Jean Coauelin (1865- ), son of Con-
stant Coquelin, studied under his distin-«
juished father in Paris. In 1897 he created
the role of Ragueneau in Cyrano de Per-
geraCj and later played in Thermidor, More
than King and other plays.
CORAL, the limestone skeleton formed by
minute sea animals belonging to a family
closely resembling sea anemones. The skele-
tons take many beautiful forms, and coral
is a valuable material for jewelry.
The animal, which is really a polyp, is
commonly known as the coral insect. It con-
sists of a jelly-like mass, in the center of
which is a sae which serves as a stomach.
Radiating" from this are minute arms, which
assist the polyp in clinging to the rock and
in drawing food into the stomach. There
are numerous species of coral polyps, each
of which builds a coral peculiar to itself.
Tree coral, which is so named because it re-
sembles the branches of a tree, is formed
by a polyp that propagates by buds, which
spring from its sides in such a way as to
constitute the branches. Another species
forms a coral resembling bundles of straw
fastened together, and known as the organ-
coral. Still another forms a coral re-
 sembling in its shape and convolutions the
human brain. This is known as the brain
coral. The most common and widely dis-
tributed polyp is that which forms the reef
coral.
In color corals range from pure white
through yellow, pink and red, to black. The
pink, red and black varieties are highly
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CORALS
1, brain coral; 2, coral showing-polyps; 3, tree
coral 4, org-an-pipe coral.
prized for jewelry and other ornamental
purposes. The pink and red are found in
the Mediterranean, and because of their
value coral fisheries are maintained off the
coasts of Southern Europe and of Northern
Africa. The corals are procured by a grap-
pling apparatus which is dragged over the
bottom of the sea and breaks off the coral
and holds it until it can be drawn to the
surface. These corals take a high polish
and are wrought into jewelry, necklaces and
other ornaments, the chief centers of the
industry being Naples and Genoa. In value
they vary according to their color and fine-
ness, the most beautiful specimens bring-
ing a high price.
Coral reefs are found in nearly all trop-
ical waters, and in some localities, as off
the coast of Australia, they are of great ex-
tent. The reef-building coral will not live
in water that falls below a temperature of
60°, It begins building upon the bottom of
the sea and each generation builds upon
the skeleton formed by the one preceding
it, so that in the course of centuries these

